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On the cover: Tide fullback Ricky Moore had been ex- 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE pected to join Alabama's baseball team this spring. 


However, with a new offense being installed, Moore 


will be working with the football team. See Page 4. 
Joel Barnes Photo 
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Spring Training: 
Next Comes The Fun 


he fun is about to begin. New head 

football coach Ray Perkins will take his 
first Alabama football team to the practice 
field March 21, the day following The Uni- 
versity’s spring break. ‘‘Needless to say, 
the hard work—getting the staff organ- 
ized and recruiting—is about over, and 
the fun part of the work is about to begin 
on the field,” says coach Perkins. 

“Between now and the start of spring 
practice, our staff will spend a great deal 
of time familiarizing each other with what 
all of us do. We'll attempt to coordinate 
our efforts so the offense will complement 
the defense and vice versa. Hopefully, 
that will carry over to what we get done on 
the field.”’ 

There is a lot of learning to be done this 
spring as Bama changes its offense from 
the wishbone to a multiple offense and at- 


by Kirk McNair 


tempts to regroup a defense that has 
numerous holes to fill. ‘Our task in the 
spring is teaching our players a new phil- 
osophy and convincing them it will work," 
says coach Perkins. ‘I'm confident both 
of those things will get done. There will be 
a great deal of learning, certainly. And 
we're going to work hard; but they are 
used to that. The most important thing 
about spring training is that's when we'll 
find out who is going to play. We'll check 
our players out in a number of areas. You 
can't tell for sure, it’s not solid, but spring 
training is where you get a pretty good in- 
dication of who is going to get the job 
done.” 

Spring, 1983, is a period of transition in 
a number of ways, as coach Perkins 
points out. “The only continuity in our pro- 
gram is the defensive players with the 


defensive staff,’ he says. ‘‘We have a 
transition in our offense. We have transi- 
tion in our staff being new in the sense of 
learning and developing our relationship. 
It will also be a period of orientation for 
our players in that there are going to be 
changes in many areas. 

‘While most of the changes in philoso- 
phy will be offensive in nature, the de- 
fense will be altered some, too. The offen- 
sive, defensive and kicking philosophies 
of a team must be compatible. They all 
work together. We'll work individually a lot 
during the spring, but we'll also bring it 
together as a team.” 


Ithough Bama is shelving the wish- 
one (after a successful 12-year run 
with a record of 124-19-1), there will still 
be an element of the option ‘because of 
Walter Lewis. If you have a quarterback 
who is capable of running with the football 
| think you should have some sort of op- 
tion,"’ says coach Perkins. For a number 
of reasons—not the least of which is the 
reputation and record of coach Perkins 
and his assistant coaches on offense— 
there is good reason to believe Bama will 
be strong offensively in 1983. The Tide 
returns talent and experience on the of- 
fensive side of the line. 

The new offense is expected to remain 
run-oriented, coach Perkins predicting a 
2-1 run-pass ratio. While quarterback is in 
good hands with Lewis a_ three-year 
regular, there is little experienced depth 
at the critical position. Paul Fields and 
Perry Cuda have had only limited game 
experience. Behind the quarterback there 
will be two running backs, and it’s almost 
inconceivable that the Tide won't have 
good ones. Fullback features an excellent 
upcoming junior in Ricky Moore, who has 
been Alabama's leading rusher as a fresh- 
man and sophomore. (Moore had plans to 
play baseball this spring, but with the 
change in Tide football no players are ex- 
pected to miss spring training to par- 
ticipate in other sports.) Top man behind 
Moore is Craig Turner, who has served 
primarily as a short yardage scoring 
Alabama will be putting in a new offense this spring, 
but because of the ability of senior quarterback Walter 


Lewis the option will remain a part of the Crimson Tide 
offense. Joel Barnes Photo 
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specialist from the power | formation. 

Alabama has been using two halfbacks, 
but now will have only one in the lineup. 
Paul Ott Carruth and Joe Carter have en- 
joyed first team status the past two years 
and would be considered favorites for the 
starting job at halfback. Linnie Patrick 
heads a list of others who have exhibited 
talent at the position. 

Bama has outstanding wide receivers 
in Jesse Bendross and Joey Jones. One is 
expected to be a flanker, one a split end in 
Bama's new offense. Last year the Tide 
often had both in the game together, play- 
ing without a true tight end. The wide 
receiver position is another with little 
proven depth. Tight end will almost cer- 
tainly get a hard look during spring drills. 
Jay Grogan started most games last year. 
The top returning backup man, soph Larry 
Roberts, also has a good reputation as a 
defensive player and may be looked at on 
both sides of the line. Thornton Chandler 
was one of Bama's top prospects two 
years ago, but signed with Florida A&M. 
He transferred to Alabama, practiced with 
the team last fall while sitting out, and is 
considered by many observers to be the 
top candidate at the tight end spot. 

The difference in good teams and great 
teams is often the offensive line. Ala- 
bama’s previous offensive staff believed 
Jast season that Bama’s line was a year 
away from being outstanding, but the new 
offense could add to the burdens of build- 
ing this unit. There are some tough losses 
to fill, most notably at center where three- 
year starter Steve Mott has graduated. 
Mark Jackson was backup last year, and 
Mike White has limited experience at the 
spot. Redshirted freshman Wes Neigh- 
bors is expected to shift from linebacker 
to center. Guard should be a strong point. 
Mike Adcock, Doug Vickers and Willard 
Scissum split starting time last year and 
Kurt Schmissrauter has experience. Red- 
shirted soph Hardy Walker missed last 
year with a broken wrist, but played as a 
freshman. Losses at tackle were more 
severe. Joe Dismuke and Mike McQueen 
are most experienced among returnees. 


he defense has a number of big, big 

holes to fill. Bama is expected to stick 
with its basic 5-2 defense and about seven 
of 11 starters from last year must be re- 
placed. 

Alabama lost both defensive ends, in- 
cluding a truly great one in Mike Pitts. The 
backup men last year, Emanuel King and 
Anthony Smiley, have experience and 
ability, but behind them there is no proven 
depth. There is a similarity in the play of 
ends and linebackers in Alabama's defen- 
sive scheme and it could be that there will 
be some experimentation among line- 
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backers at end this spring. Eddie Lowe 
and Robbie Jones did most of the starting 
at linebacker last year and both are gone, 
but talented replacements seem to be 
available. Scott McRae and Todd Roper 
have both indicated they are headhunter 
types. Steve Booker has all the tools, 
although he has never performed to ex- 
pectations. Venson Elder moved from full- 
back to linebacker in preparation for the 
Liberty Bowl game. A number of red- 
shirted freshmen are in the picture at line- 
backer, including Joe Godwin, Desmond 
Holomon and Derrick Slaughter. 

Bama lost its most notable down line- 
man, Jackie Cline. Randy Edwards is a 
two-year starter returning at right tackle, 
while Mike Rodrigues returns at nose- 
guard. Rodriguez has been injury-prone 
throughout his Bama career. Traditionally, 
Alabama has played few people at the 
down defensive spots and as a result 
there is little proven depth, Tide offensive 
players say Jon Hand, whose freshman 
playing time is limited primarily to special- 
ty teams, will be a great one. There is 
some experience in David Gilmer and 
Tom McCrary. 

The secondary is in for a massive re- 
building job. Stan Gay has been a two- 
year regular at cornerback, while Rocky 
Colburn was the starting safety last year 
when he wasn't nursing injuries. Al Blue 


has split playing time at safety and strong 
safety and he'll probably go to strong safe- 
ty this year. Craige Florence has limited 
experience at cornerback. Several red- 
shirted freshmen are expected to move in- 
to the picture for playing time in the 
secondary—Rodney Jarmon, Shon Lee, 
Freddie Robinson and Vernon Wilkinson. 


The Tide lost placekicker Peter Kim to 
graduation, but returns punter Malcolm 
Simmons and kickoff man Terry Sanders. 
Either Sanders (a conventional kicker) or 
Paul Trodd (a soccer-styler) is expected to 
take over placement duties, Of course, 
there is much more to the kicking game 
than just the kickers. Among replace- 
ments that must be found is one of snap- 
per Danny Holcombe, who has handled 
that chore on both punts and placekicks 
the past few years. 


The highlight of spring training (and one 
of the few days practice will be open dur- 
ing the spring) is the Red-White game, to 
be played April 16. Tide fans will also be 
able to get a look at another college foot- 
ball player that day, though not one of 
Bama's. Alabama's track and field team 
will be hosting a meet with Georgia that 
day, probably starting at 11 a.m. so Bama 
fans can see Herschel Walker before go- 
ing to the A-Day game, scheduled to start 
at 3 p.m. 
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Football Recruiting: 


A Look At New Tiders 


t has often been pointed out that it is 

somewhat senseless to attempt to judge 
a football recruiting effort until the results 
are in; and those results aren't in until the 
new players have had a chance to prove 
themselves, perhaps two or three years 
after beginning their college careers. The 
only judgment that can be made in the im- 
mediate aftermath of signings is whether 
the school was successful in recruiting 
the players its coaches think will be 
capable of contributing to a winning col- 
lege football program. 

There are a number of factors involved 


Larry Abney 

in that capability, not the least of which, 
naturally, is athletic talent. But it is also 
important that the school recruit young 
men who are going to do the work in the 
classroom and who are going to be good 
citizens. It is the belief of coach Perkins 
and his staff that Alabama has been suc- 
cessful in attracting young men who will 
succeed on all counts. 

There are any number of publications 
which purport to be able to rate high 
school athletes on a national, regional or 
state basis. The ones trying to do so ona 
nationwide or regional basis are handi- 
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by Kirk McNair 


capped by having too many to consider, 
while (generally) the ones doing it on justa 
state basis have little or no knowledge of 
the craft. It’s important to remember that 
Alabama's athletics department consid- 
ers such ratings to be of virtually no worth. 
The decision to recruit a football player to 
Alabama is based primarily on observa- 
tions by Bama coaches (games, practices 
and films) and recommendations of high 
school coaches. Because half of the 
Alabama staff was new to the game in the 
final month of recruiting, coach Perkins 
pointed out that considerable importance 


Cornelius Bennett 


was attached to the recommendations of 
prep coaches this year. Of course, the 
staff includes holdovers from the previous 
staff; and even those assistant coaches 
under coach Bryant who are not on coach 
Perkins’ staff had done groundwork for 
this year’s recruiting efforts. 

Although there is no reason to believe 
that any state newspaper is capable of 
compiling a bona fide list of the top pros- 
pects in Alabama, it is generally conceded 
that Bama was the clear winner for prep 
stars in the state this year. The Tide con- 
centrated on the in-state players and 


came away with the lion’s share of the 
most highly-regarded Alabama preppers. 
The credentials of the out-of-state per- 
formers signing with Alabama are also im- 
pressive, making coach Perkins’ first 
recruiting effort a winning one. 

Most of Alabama's signees were cov- 
ered to some extent in previous issues of 
*BAMA, but here is another look at the 
newest members of the Crimson Tide 
football family: 

Larry Abney, 5-11, 178, is a quarter- 
back at Slidell High School in Slidell, Loui- 
siana. He operated a wishbone offense as 


Jeff Bentley 
a prep star and many feel that since Bama 
is no longer going to be running the wish- 
bone that Larry will be moved to defensive 
back or wide receiver. However, he has 
indicated that he is a capable passer. He 
hit 51 percent of his passes as a senior as 
he accounted for 997 yards and 11 touch- 
downs passing. He also rushed for 442 
yards and eight touchdowns. He was a 
three-year starter and had career statis- 
tics of 2,207 yards and 29 touchdowns 
passing, 1,252 yards and 20 touchdowns 
rushing. He was all-metro (which includes 
New Orleans) and all-district as a senior 
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Allan Brown 


and all-parrish the past two years. His top 
single game performance saw him lead 
his team to a school record 43 first half 
points as he hit four of five passes (three 
for touchdowns) and also ran for a 
touchdown. He has also earned two let- 
ters each in basketball and as a track 
sprinter. He runs a 4.6 40 and bench 
presses 290. Several relatives played 
football at LSU. 

Cornelius Bennett, 6-3, 218, is a 
fullback at Ensley High School in Birming- 
ham. He has also starred at tight end (up 
until the eighth game of his junior year) 
and has played almost every position on 
defense at one time or another. He’s an 
excellent example of the difficulty of trying 
to rate prospects in that he was not listed 
on any pre-season recruiting lists, but by 
the end of the season was considered by 
many to be perhaps the state's top per- 
former. On 99 carries this year he rushed 
for 1,006 yards—an average of 10.8 per 
carry—and scored 15 touchdowns. He 
also caught passes for another 264 yards. 
One of his top performances as a senior 
came in the region championship game 
when he gained 134 yards on 16 carries, 
setting up one touchdown with a 62-yard 
run. He runs a 4.5 40. He plans to major in 
physical therapy. 

Jeff Bentley, 6-5, 235, is an offensive 
guard and defensive tackle at state 3A 


Wayne Davis 
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Phillip Brown 


champion Thompson High School in Ala- 
baster. He was all-midstate as a junior 
and all-state as a senior. He has been a 
starter since midway through his sopho- 
more season. Jeff, one of four players on 
his team signing major college national 
letters, was selected team captain. He 
has also earned two letters in track and 
field. He runs a 4.9 40 and bench presses 
280. 


Allan Brown, 6-6, 265, is a two-way 
tackle at Erwin High School in Birming- 
ham. His high school coach is Bobby 
Johns, a former All-America at Alabama. 
He is a two-year starter in football and has 
also earned prep letters as a center in 
basketball, a pitcher in baseball, and a 
shot put man in track (placing third in 
county competition as a junior). He had a 
top game in a key regional contest this 
year when he hit the opposing quarter- 
back, forcing a bad pass that led to an in- 
terception and a touchdown as Erwin 
scored 15 points in the final five minutes. 
He runs a 5.0 40 and benches 315. He 
plans to major in computer science. 


Phillip Brown 6-3, 216, is a linebacker 
at Parker High School in Birmingham. 
Phillip was a noseguard prior to his senior 
year, but made the transition to nose- 
guard and earned all-metro honors. He 
turned in 67 tackles (12 of them quarter- 


Craig Epps 


Britton Cooper 


back sacks), 49 assists, seven blocked 
kicks, three pass interceptions and four 
fumble recoveries and also broke up 16 
passes his senior year. For his career he 
had 209 tackles (including 32 sacks), 78 
assists, 13 blocked kicks, six pass in- 
terceptions and 10 fumble recoveries as 
he was a four-year starter. He plans to 
major in criminal justice. Phillip runs a 4.6 
40, benches 340. 


Britton Cooper, 6-0, 175, is a quarter- 
back and safety at University Military 
School in Mobile where he played for 
former Tide quarterback Bobby Jackson. 
He was all-state as a defensive back, but 
was also named most valuable offensive 
player in the county. He passed for 800 
yards and rushed for another 400 as a 
senior, accounting for six touchdowns. As 
a three-year starter he turned in 1,300 
yards passing and 800 rushing and ac- 
counted for 12 touchdowns. He had 10 in- 
terceptions as a defensive player. He’s 
also a track sprinter with top times of 9.9 
in the 100 and 22.3 in the 220 and finished 
second in the state indoor meet this year 
in the 60 with a 6.52 time (among the four 
events in which he scored). His father, 
Robert, played football at Livingston, and 
his brother Lee played at Marion. He runs 
a 4.6 40, benches 260. He plans to major 
in business. 


Andrew Gilder 


Kerry Goode 

Wayne Davis, 6-3, 217, is a tight end 
and linebacker at Gordo High School. He 
was all-state and honorable mention all- 
America as a senior. As a senior he 
caught 17 passes for 147 yards and seven 
touchdowns, while making 149 tackles (65 
solo, 74 assists) on defense. He was a 
three-year starter and four-year letterman 
at tight end (with a total of 81 catches for 
21 touchdowns), but became a two-way 
player late in his junior season. His 
brother, Hayes, played basketball at 
Wallace Junior College and Wayne is also 
an outstanding basketball player, a three- 
year starter who is averaging over 20 
points and 12 rebounds per game this 
year. He also plays baseball. He runs a 
4.6 40, benches 380. He will major in 
education. 

Louis Dean, 5-10, 176, is a quarter- 
back and defensive back at Foley High 
School. Because he was an all-state 
defensive back and because he was a 
wishbone quarterback, most expect him 
to be a defensive back in college. How- 
ever, his offensive statistics are im- 
pressive. As a senior he rushed 146 times 
for 722 yards and nine touchdowns and 
completed 60 of 118 passes for 849 yards 
and seven touchdowns. As a junior he ac- 
counted for 24 touchdowns, breaking the 
school record of 21 which had been 
shared by a former quarterback of some 


Curt Jarvis 


Steve Hartley 
note, Ken Stabler. As a two-year starter he 
had 311 rushes for 1,507 yards and 22 
touchdowns and 108 completions in 226 
attempts for 1,712 yards and 18 touch- 
downs on offense, and 43 tackles, 21 
assists, one blocked punt and two pass in- 
terceptions on defense. He also par- 
ticipates in track as a sprinter and shot 
put man. He runs a 4.7 40, benches 330. 

Craig Epps, 6-4, 205, is a defensive 
end at Miami Beach High School in Miami 
Beach, Florida. He was all-city the past 
two years and was a three-year starter, 
playing both offensive tackle and defen- 
sive end as a sophomore and junior be- 
fore playing strictly defense as a senior. 
He had a top single game effort of 12 
tackles that included four quarterback 
sacks and caused two fumbles. He has 
also played basketball (forward and 
center) since his sophomore year and has 
been captain of both his football and 
basketball teams. He runs a 4.7 40, 
benches 310 and plans to major in 
business administration. 

Andrew Gilder, 6-1, 205, is a running 
back at Stanhope-Elmore High School in 
Millbrook. He was most valuable player on 
the 3A all-state team as a senior after be- 
ing injured as a junior. He rushed for 
1,426 yards and 20 touchdowns as a 
senior and had career statistics of over 
4,700 yards and 56 touchdowns. In a 
questionnaire he filled out for "BAMA he 
asked that credit be given his offensive 
line and listed them by name. Andrew also 
saw limited duty at linebacker and also 
plays basketball. He runs a 4.6 40 and 
benches 400. He plans to major in com- 
munications. 

Kerry Goode, 6-0, 185, is a tailback at 
Hazlewood High School in Town Creek. 
He was the most valuable player on the 
2A all-state team and led his team to the 
state championship. As a senior he 
rushed 138 times for 976 yards and 24 
touchdowns and had seven pass recep- 
tions for 250 yards and five touchdowns. 
He also returned 24 punts for 300 yards 


Tim Hecht 

and three touchdowns. He was a three- 
year starter and had career statistics of 
339 rushes for 2,776 yards and 46 touch- 
downs. He also plays basketball and is a 
triple jumper in track. His father played 
football at Alabama State. He runs a 4.4 
40, benches 220. He is president of the 
student body and plans to major in 
engineering. 

Steve Hartley, 6-1, 225, is a fullback 
and linebacker for Mary Montgomery 
High School in Semmes. He was a quar- 
terback for three years before being 
moved to full back; and although he saw 
only limited duty on defense, he earned 
all-state honors as a linebacker. He hada 
top game as a senior of 23 rushes for 145 
yards and four touchdowns and as a 
senior rushed for 1,026 yards. He had 
over 1,700 yards rushing and 700 yards 
passing as a three-year starter. He's also 
a three-year letterman as an outfielder 
and catcher in baseball. He runs a 4.8 40, 
benches 265. 

Tim Hecht, 6-32, 180, is a quarter- 
back at James Madison High School in 
Vienna, Virginia. He earned particular 
note for his clutch performances, such as 
directing his team on drives of 67 and 62 
yards on its last two possessions in a 
17-16 win and passing for 303 yards in 
leading his team to the district champion- 
ship. He earned All-America honors and 


Jerry Jones 
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Bill Jordan 

was a two-time selection as all-metro 
quarterback in the Washington area. As a 
senior he completed 117 of 186 passes 
(63 percent) for 1,712 yards and 15 
touchdowns and suffered only three inter- 
ceptions. He was a two-year starter with 
career statistics of 243 completions in 
413 attempts (59 percent) for 3,311 yards 
and 30 touchdowns with only 12 intercep- 
tions. He’s also an outstanding golfer. He 
runs a 4.8 40. Tim is a member of the Na- 
tional Honor Society and plans to major in 
business. 


Marvin Humphries, 6-2, 205, is a 
strong safety at Jeff Davis High School in 
Montgomery. He was a three-year starter 
and all-state as a senior on teams that lost 
only four games during his varsity career. 
He received All-America mention despite 
the fact that most opponents avoided his 
area, which limited his statistics. Never- 
theless, he led his team in tackles, and 
had a top game in which he turned in a 
pass interception and blocked two punts 
to set up touchdowns. He runs a 4.6 40, 
benches 295. He's also earned letters in 
basketball and track. His brother Paul 
played football at Chattanooga. He plans 
to major in business. 


Curt Jarvis, 6-22, 275, is an offensive 
guard and defensive tackle at Gardendale 
High School. He is Alabama’s most hon- 


Randy Moore 
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Dante Knox 
ored prep player this year, earning Parade 
All-America, USA Today All-America and 
Birmingham Touchdown Club Lineman of 
the Year awards among others. He 
started every game for four years at 
Gardendale and was all-city as a junior. 
As a sophomore he decided to wrestle 
and made it to the state finals. He is alsoa 
shot put man in track and field and finish- 
ed fourth in the state indoor meet this 
year. He runs a 4.8 40 and bench presses 
380. Curt plans to major in criminal 
justice. 

Jerry Jones, 6-2, 220, is a running back 
and safety for Clarkston High School in 
Clarkston, Georgia. He was all-state and 
county back of the year. As a senior he 
had 170 rushes for 1,048 yards and seven 
touchdowns and returned eight kickoffs 
for 232 yards. He was a three-year starter 
with 325 carries for 2,354 yards and 26 
touchdowns—including two four-touch- 
down games as a junior. He also plays 
basketball and is a long jumper and triple 
jumper in track. He runs a 4.5 40, 
benches 220. He plans to major in com- 
puter science. 

Bill Jordan, 6-6, 290, is a two-way 
tackle at Geneva High School in Geneva. 
He's a two-time all-state selection who is 
particularly noted for his defensive play. 
He also plays basketball, averaging over 
20 points per game from his center posi- 
tion; is a baseball pitcher; and is a shot put 
and discus man in track and field. He was 
all-county in basketball as a junior and will 
almost certainly repeat this year. He had 
a top game in which he made 14 tackles, 
intercepted a pass and blocked a punt 
and extra point kick. He runs a 5.2 40 and 
bench presses 335. He plans to major in 
biology. 

Dante Knox, 5-10, 177, is a running 
back and cornerback at Gordo High 
School. He was an all-state 2A performer 
as a senior as he rushed for 1,424 yards. 
He was a three-year starter and ac- 
cumulated career statistics of 520 carries 
for 3,887 yards, a 7.2 average, and 59 
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touchdowns. He also caught 52 passes 
for 678 yards and returned 109 kicks for 
2,180 yards. He touched the ball 678 
times for 6,645 career yards. He runs a 
4.5 40 and benches 300. He plans to ma- 
jor in communications. 

Lydell Mitchell, 6-2, 194, is a tight end 
and safety at Vigor High School in 
Prichard. He was selected all-state on 
defense and second team all-state on of- 
fense. He has also played quarterback 
and wide receiver. He was a three-year 
starter. Lydell averaged 10 tackles per 
game as a senior and also had 16 pass 
receptions for 286 yards. He was also his 
team's punter and placekicker. He scored 
two touchdowns defensively in one playoff 
game, returning an interception and a 
fumble. He also plays basketball and 
baseball and is a track sprinter. He runs a 
4.6 40, benches 250. He has a 3.6 grade 
point average and plans to major in 
engineering. 

Randy Moore, 6-6, 270, is an offensive 
tackle at Clements High School in Athens. 
He's a two-time all-state selection and 
three-year starter. He missed the last six 
games of his senior season after undergo- 
ing orthroscopic knee surgery, but there 
were no complications. Although he is 
known primarily for his offensive play, he 
also saw duty on defense and had one 
game of 15 solo tackles, five assists anda 
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fumble recovery. He's also a shot put man 
in track and field and a center in basket- 
ball and was all-area in basketball. He 
runs a 5.0 40 and benches 325. He's pres- 
ident of his class and plans to major in 
business. 

Greg Richardson, 5-9, 168, is a wide 
receiver at Williamson High School in 
Mobile. He also sees duty on defense and 
once intercepted a pitchout, which he 
returned for a touchdown. He had a top 
game of four touchdowns—one on a 
72-yard punt return, one on a 75-yard rush 
and two on pass receptions. He’s a three- 
year starter. Greg is also an outstanding 
track sprinter who has a 9.4 100 and who 
finished second in the indoor state cham- 
pionships in the 60 with a 6.25 clocking. 
He won the state championship in the 60 
hurdles in 7.68. He runs a 4.4 40 and 
benches 230. He plans to major in ac- 
counting. 

Carlos Robinson, 5-11, 190, is a run- 
ning back at Enterprise High School. As a 
senior he rushed 226 times for 1,120 
yards and 16 touchdowns and earned all- 
state honors. He rushed for 600 yards as 
a junior starter and also lettered as a 
sophomore. He had one four-touchdown 
game as a senior. He was named most 
valuable player as Enterprise tied for the 
4A state championship his senior year. He 


— ee ee 


Angelo Stafford 
10 


Randy Rockwell 


also did his team’s punting (42.3 average) 
and kicking off. He plans to major in com- 
munications. 

Randy Rockwell, 6-2, 190, is a defen- 
sive end at Fairhope High School. He was 
second team all-state as a senior as he 
turned in 78 solo tackles (including seven 
sacks) and 14 assists, intercepted three 
passes, and recovered three fumbles. He 
was a linebacker as a sophomore and an 
end the past two years. His father was a 
three-sport letterman at Livingston. He 
runs a 4.8 40, benches 280. He plans to 
major in engineering. 

Mike Shula, 6-2, 185, is a quarterback 
at Columbus High School in Miami. Al- 
though he is probably best known as 
Miami Dolphins head coach Don Shula'’s 
son, Mike has earned his own reputation, 
by being named all-state at the most com- 
petitive position in one of the most talent- 
rich states. He passed his team to the 
state championship finals as he hit 86 of 
168 passes for 1,133 yards. He runs a 5.0 
40. 

Angelo Stafford, 6-512, 195, is a quar- 
terback at Blount High School in Prichard. 
He is a drop back passer who passed for 
1,387 yards as a senior, but he’s also a 
threat to run with the football. He had only 
33 carries as a senior, but they were good 
for 480 yards. Angelo is tied for the 
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longest touchdown pass in any league, all- 
time, a 99-yard completion. His top game 
saw him pass for 245 yards, rush for 95 
and account for three touchdowns. He's 
also a top basketball player. He runs a 4.4 
40. 

Ricky Thomas, 6-0, 190, is a running 
back and defensive back at Niceville High 
School in Niceville, Florida. He played 
primarily at linebacker in high school and 
led his team with over 100 tackles. He 
was used only as a backup man as a run- 
ning back, but had 26 rushes for 195 
yards and two touchdowns. He missed all 
but two and a half games of his junior 
season when he suffered a broken ankle. 
He's an outstanding student (3.4 grade 
point average) and is a Brigade Com- 
mander in his school’s ROTC program. He 
runs a 4.6 40, benches 345. He plans to 
major in electrical engineering. 

John Wright, 5-11, 194, is a running 
back and cornerback at Blount High 
School in Prichard. He rushed for 870 
yards and six touchdowns on 99 carries 
as a senior, including a top game of 26 
rushes for 340 yards. He’s also an out- 
standing track sprinter (four-year letter- 
man) who finished third in this year’s 
60-yard dash in the state meet. John runs 
a 4.45 40, benches 275. He plans to major 
in criminal justice. 
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Meet The Staff: 


Coach Henshaw’s 
Dream Came True 


t was four years ago, take three or four 

months, that George Henshaw was 
recruiting high school football players for 
Florida State University. One of the pros- 
pects he was working on was split end 
Jesse Bendross of Miramar, Florida. 

Now Bendross is heading into his 
senior season at Alabama and Henshaw 
is heading into his freshman season as 
Crimson Tide offensive coordinator, as 
selected by coach Perkins in mid-January. 

“When | was recruiting for Florida 
State against Alabama, | could never think 
of anything negative to say about this pro- 
gram,"’ coach Henshaw says about the 
Crimson Tide family he has joined. ‘‘Just 
the other day | was thinking about 
recruiting Jesse Bendross, how | told him 
we'd throw the football more at Florida 
State than they would at Alabama. And | 
recall the day he told me he wanted to at- 
tend Alabama, because he wanted to play 
for a national championship, | walked out 
of his house and thought to myself, ‘Who 
can blame the guy?’ 

“Alabama has class in football. That's 
how | view this program." 

That is, in fact, how coach Henshaw 
has observed the Crimson Tide the last 22 
years or so, from the time he first became 
enthralled with Alabama as a high school 
freshman in Midlothlian, Virginia, a small 
town near Richmond. 

And his has been a 20/20 inspection 
that has aroused enduring affections that 
were culminated, in a sense, when coach 
Perkins asked him to take an important 
position on the Alabama staff. 


12 


by Al Browning 


“A long time ago | told my wife, 
Kathleen, that there would be no ques- 
tions asked if ever | got the opportunity to 
coach at Alabama,” says coach Hen- 
shaw. ''Had | received the chance, | 
would have played football here instead of 
at West Virginia. I've wanted the chance 
to coach here for a long time. 

“‘| guess it was in 1961 that | first 
became aware of Alabama _ football, 
That's when the influence first started, 
when the program started winning na- 
tional championships or challenging for 
one almost every year. | remember watch- 
ing bowl games on television and the im- 
age an Alabama player produced. Even 
then it appeared to me that an Alabama 
player worked as hard as he could to be 
as good as he could, and | remember hav- 
ing a keen sense of watching a team, not 
a group of individuals, at work during 
games. 

“It was obvious to me then, at that age 
of influence, as it is now, that Alabama 
had special tradition and special appeal. 
This program has a special image, and 
I'm honored to be a part of it.” 

\t is interesting that coach Henshaw 
says his affections for Alabarna grew 
substantially after he watched the Crim- 
son Tide wrap up a second consecutive 
national championship with a 39-28 vic- 
tory over Nebraska in the 1966 Orange 
Bowl. After all, it was in that game. that 
coach Perkins set an Orange Bowl record 
for pass receptions as a Crimson Tide 
split end. Also, it was in Miami that 
memorable night that Alabama used a 


versatile offensive attack, a good mixture 
of running and passing, to humble the 
larger, perhaps more talented Corn- 
huskers. 

As Alabama moved toward an 
unbeaten and untied season in 1966, 
coach Henshaw headed toward West 
Virginia, where he became an honorable 
mention All-America defensive tackle 
under coach Bobby Bowden, the current 
coach at Florida State. They enjoyed a 
16-year player-coach, coach-coach rela- 
tionship that for the last four has seen 
coach Henshaw serve as the Florida 
State offensive coordinator. It does not 
take a keen student of the game to realize 
he did his job well—the Seminoles have 
been explosive in recent years—and a 
Florida State loss is a wonderful Alabama 
gain. 


he Crimson Tide has acquired an of- 

fensive coordinator with a scientific 
approach and, after having been trained 
as a defensive player and coach, an 
unusual philosophy. 

“Offense is for show and defense is for 
dough," coach Henshaw says. “The bot- 
tom line is winning the game. That's the 
ultimate. I'd rather win a game 3-0 than 
lose one 38-35, and |'m not sure every of- 
fensive coordinator in the business feels 
that way. There's not just one way to 
measure the success of an offense. Being 
successful on offense is not always scor- 
ing a bunch of points and gaining 450 
yards per game. The ultimate way to 
measure the success of an offense is the 
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same way you measure the success of a 
team. The goal is to outscore the opposi- 
tion. It might take 10 points one week, 
then 40 points the next week. 

“I've been on both sides of the football 
as a coach. My training as a defensive 
coach helps considerably when | try to 
coordinate an offensive attack. More im- 
portantly, | think, that defensive training 
makes me fully aware of the overall coor- 
dination it takes for a team to win. Offense 
helps defense, as defense helps offense. 
And, of course, the kicking game helps 
them both." 

Coach Henshaw has a_ receding 
hairline, and there are other thinning 
areas on his head. Is that balding process 
the result of his years as a defensive 
coach or as an offensive coach? 

“That's totally the result of working with 
the offense,’’ coach Henshaw says with 
his normal personable smile. ‘‘Coor- 
dinating an offense can be a frustrating 
thing at times. You see something from 
the sideline that’s help you beat a team, 
then you die a slow death when your of- 
fense fails to execute it on the field. You 
set up the big play, say the long pass, then 
your receiver drops the football in the end 
zone. It's difficult to stand on the sideline 
and watch things like that happen. The 
challenge, however, is compensating for 
those miscues. 

“An offense is always looking for that 
calculated gamble, that good chance to 
make something happen quickly. As they 
say, you've got to know when to hold 
them, know when to fold them.” 

At Alabama, says coach Henshaw, the 
question will be when to run and when to 
pass, and he adds “‘balance is the key." 

“People might have the wrong idea 
about our offense right now,’’ says coach 
Henshaw. ‘‘We won't be a_ totally 
wheeling-and-dealing team next season. 
We won't be throwing the football every 
play. We'll be looking for the proper mix of 
the run and the pass. We hope to be able 
to establish our basic strengths well 
enough every week that we have flexibili- 
ty. Hopefully, it'll be our strength against 
their weakness every week, and that 
usually changes from week to week, 
sometimes from quarter to quarter and 
from series to series."’ 


Ce Perkins has assembled an im- 
pressive offensive braintrust with 
Rocky Felker, Tom Goode and Dave 
Rader working alongside coach Henshaw 
and himself. It is indeed a nice blend of 
collegiate and professional philosophy. 

Does it have too much expertise? 

“I’m not worried at all about there be- 
ing too many dominate types in our offen- 
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New Alabama football offensive coordinator George Henshaw has always wanted to be part of the Crimson Tide 
program. Now, coach Henshaw hopes to find the proper balance of the run and pass to help Alabama win cham- 


pionships. 


sive organization,’’ says coach Henshaw. 
“Coach Perkins has made it clear what 
roles each of us will play. All of us have 
one goal, to help Alabama win champion- 
ships." 

The man on the hotseat, say the events 
of recent history, other than coach 
Perkins, is coach Henshaw. There is in- 
deed pressure associated with his posi- 
tion. 

“It's obvious to me that the defensive 
coaches at Alabama are established. Led 
by (coordinator and assistant head coach) 
Ken Donahue, all of those coaches are 
respected as winners. That's terrific. Our 
offensive staff has not established itself 
here, and it’s up to us to prove ourselves. 
I'm confident that'll happen. It’s not the 
public that I'm concerned with, but our 
players. Once they have confidence in us, 
once we sell them on what we want to do 
with the offense, it'll be fine. 


Joel Barnes Photo 


“I'm used to the pressure. There were 
times at Florida State that people got on 
me so bad it was pitiful. | even had a ‘‘For 
Sale’ sign constructed in front of my 
house after one of our games at 
Nebraska, a game we won, if you can 
believe that. I'll roll with the punches, 
always remembering that winning is the 
bottom line.” 

And when things become tough at the 
office, coach Henshaw can find relief at 
home visiting with his two-year-old son, 
Michael, and his wife. Also, his wife is ex- 
pecting another child in the next few 
weeks. 

“Kathleen and | tried to have a baby 10 
years (Michael is adopted),’’ says coach 
Henshaw. “The doctors said it couldn't 
happen, but now it’s about to. Now, 
everything seems perfect in our lives."’ 

That is the case, of course, domestical- 
ly and professionally. 
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Women’s Athletics: 


Speed, Stride, Spirit 


Bex year at the Southeastern Confer- 
ence Outdoor Track and Field Cham- 
pionships, Crimson Tide freshman Bar- 
bara Scott approached Alabama 
associate athletics director Anne Marie 
Lawler and women’s sports information 
director Gay Sievers and said, ‘Boy, am | 
glad to see you, | feel great!'’ And, wow, 
did she perform! 

That day Scott grabbed the SEC title in 
the 400-meter hurdles in a conference 
record time of 58.6 and then went on to 
jump into the SEC record books with a 
championship leap of 20 feet % inches. 
At that meet she also established a Tide 
team record with a third place 13.71 in the 
100-meter hurdles. 


Scott knows what it takes to be a suc- 
cessful competitor and proves it each 
time she must execute her abilities. The 
energy radiated from her glowing smile is 
transferred to her limbs as she gracefully 
strides over hurdles. With the elegant 
precision of an antelope, she makes leap- 
ing over hurdles look like a mere Sunday 
afternoon stroll. 


“When | get to a meet | never think 
about who | am competing against. | know 
what my abilities are. | know | have 
trained and worked as hard as | can and 
will do my best,"’ says Scott. "lf my best 
isn't good enough | know | have to go 
back and work even harder.” 


“Barbara had an exceptional freshman 
year. Winning two individual titles in the 
SEC is very unusual in our sport,’’ com- 
ments Alabama head track coach John 
Mitchell. "She is a very talented athlete 
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by Laurie Kiely 


who suffered with the normal freshman 
year problems but didn’t let anything 
stand in her way." 

Even a pulled hamstring couldn't stop 
Scott. She wrapped up an incredible 
freshman year at the NCAA Outdoor 
Track Nationals coming home an All- 
America after placing sixth in the 
400-meter hurdles. She chose not to com- 
pete in the long jump, but finished 12th in 
the 100-meter hurdles. 


ut that is history. It is today’s goals 

that Scott is concentrating upon. ‘My 
major goal right now is to break into the 
top five in the United States in the 
400-meter hurdles. (This year she was 
ranked in the top ten in the United States 
by Track and Field News.) Winning the 
NCAA title would be wonderful and to 
achieve either of these goals | know | real- 
ly have to work hard,"’ says Scott. ‘| know 
| have the ability to do it and now | know | 
have to work hard everyday to get my time 
down." 

To reach her goals Barbara realizes 
and accepts the grueling training ex- 
pected of her. To most, such intense train- 
ing would be a cumbersome burden, but 
to Scott, training and competing are truly 
a joy. 

“Getting out there and training every- 
day is a release for me. | have always en- 
joyed it and now | like it more than ever,’ 
explains Scott. ‘After spending the whole 
day going through classes and knowing | 
have to study at night makes my training 
sort of a relaxation. | look forward to it 
everyday because it gives me a change of 


pace and something different to think 
about.” 

While Barbara enjoys the workouts, her 
coaches find working with her a pleasure. 
Scott's primary coach is assistant coach 
Darroll Gatson, a former Tide All-America 
at 400-meters. “Barbara gets out and 
works hard every day. You never hear her 
complain and she is willing to listen,” 
comments coach Gatson. “She is a 
coachable athlete who wants to improve. 
If | tell her to change something, she does 
it. 

“She trained very hard all fall and | am 
sure we will see the results this spring. 
Her strongest event is the 400-hurdles but 
we have been working on the shorter 
hurdles to help improve her starts. She 
has had some nagging leg injuries but has 
the potential to do great things,'’ says 
coach Gatson, 

Scott sees the short hurdles, the 60-and 
110-hurdles, as her weakness. ‘'| like the 
400-hurdles because they are longer and 
if | make a mistake | always have enough 
time to make up for them. In the short 
hurdles if you mess up your start, stumble 
over a hurdle, or miss a stride, you are in 
trouble. But, don't get me wrong. | don’t 
want to run longer than the 400. That is 
just too much for me. 

“| concentrated on distance work until 
Christmas to strengthen my injured leg 
but now |'m working on strength and 
speed. I've been working on weights to 
help my leg and right now it feels fine,” 
says Scott. 

According to coach Mitchell, if Barbara 
gets results from her sprint training she 


"BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/MARCH '83 


will improve her time. Her personal goal is 
to bring her time down from her SEC 
record 58.6 to a 56.0. However, she is 
quick to point out that although it is only 
about a three-second drop it will be a very 
difficult task to accomplish. 


ith all this talk of running, where 

does the long jump fit in? After all, 
Scott holds the SEC long jump record. 
“My specialty is the hurdles and | guess 
the long jump just comes naturally to me. 
Since | was in high school | trained for the 
hurdles, but with all the jumping required 
in that training it prepared me to do the 
long jump,’’ says Scott. According to 
coach Gatson, she will only compete in 
the long jump in one or two meets this 
season and at the conference champion- 
ships. However, Scott has added another 
event to her repetoire. 

This season Scott’s speed is being 
tapped as she competes as a link in the 
Tide's mile relay. This will help her gain 
strength and will help increase her speed. 
And Scott sees it helping her in another 
way. 

“When you are competing in track in 
only one event the sport becomes more of 
an individual sport. When you are able to 
compete on a relay you feel more of a 
team bond. You know you and the others 
on the relay are working toward a com- 
mon goal so you feel a real team spirit. We 
all work together as the ‘Alabama team’ 
but somehow when you are on a relay you 
feel the closeness of a family.” 

This isn’t the first time Scott has had 
the feeling of family closeness. Her family 
memories of life in Lynn Haven, Florida 
are filled with warmth, laughter, and love. 
Barbara grew up in a family of five 
brothers and five sisters and was brought 
up by parents who believe in the com- 
petitive spirit. ‘‘| have five brothers so if | 
ever wanted to have any fun when | was 
growing up | had to keep up with them. If 
they played football, | played football. If 
they played basketball, | played. | didn’t 
want to get left behind so | tried and | suc- 
ceeded in always keeping up with them. It 
was really fun,’’ remembers Scott. 


“When | started competing in high 
school my brothers and sisters were 
always there to support me. | think my 
father always looked at me as the tomboy 
of the family but he and my mother were, 
and still are, always there when | need 
support.” 


As Barbara's family stood on the 
sideline during her high school days, they 
watched her accomplish the amazing. As 
a high school senior, Scott captured the 
Florida State High School Champion titles 
in the 110-meter hurdles, the 330-meter 
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dedication and determination helped Scott to the 1982 SEC Championship titles in the 400-meter hurdles and 


the long jump. 


hurdles, and the long jump. As a single 
person team, Scott’s team finished third in 
the state meet with a total of 21 points. 

A modest Scott remembers a lot of im- 
portant things occurred at that meet. ‘I'm 
not sure if that meet showed that | was 
really good or showed that the rest of my 
state was really bad,’’ chuckles Scott. “'l 
remember the wins were great but | also 
remember the interest the Alabama 
coaches showed in me. | remember see- 
ing an Alabama coach at that meet and at 
some of my other meets. They never 
pressured me to come to Alabama but 
showed a real interest in me, not only as 
an athlete, but as a person. That made a 
difference when it came to choosing 
schools.” 

Since her arrival at Alabama Scott feels 
she has gained far more than her All- 
America status and two SEC titles. ‘I have 
learned a lot about myself from com- 
peting. Now, those lesson are more im- 
portant than ever. |'ve learned motivation 
and discipline. | know no one will baby me. 


John Ear! Photo 


It is all up to me. | can only depend on 
myself.”’ reflects Scott. 

“Barbara is a great athlete who gives 
more to the team than just talent,’’ says 
coach Mitchell. “‘She is a very personable 
young lady. She is always there with an 
encouraging word. She is easy to coach 
because she is the type of person who is 
easy to get along with.”’ 

Scott has found that getting along with 
people is one of the most important 
lessons she has learned as a member of 
the Tide team. ‘‘Being on the Alabama 
team is a great experience because | 
have been exposed to many different 
kinds of people. Competition has no sex, 
race, or creed barriers. | try, and | think | 
can get along with everybody on the team. 
| guess | have been very lucky.” 

There is no guesswork involved when 
assessing Barbara Scott’s worth to the 
Tide team. Without a doubt her talent and 
enthusiasm are appreciated by all who ad- 
mire her past accomplishments and an- 
ticipate her future. 
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Tide Baseball: 


by Al Browning 


hen Fermin Lake says, ‘‘Basebal 

was erg, erg goed voor mij,"’ only 
Dutch-speaking people understand the 
meaning of his words, and even people of 
that tongue from his native Aruba have 
trouble comprehending his statement in 
the literal sense. 

Baseball HAS been very, very good to 
Lake, an Alabama second baseman who 
last fall transferred into the Crimson Tide 
program from Ranger Junior College in 
Ranger, Texas, but the ultimate remains in 
front of him. 

“When | went home for a visit after 
school last year people in Aruba thought | 
played baseball for the Texas Rangers, 
not a junior college in Texas,’ Lake says 
with a pleasing smile. ‘The people there 
do not totally understand the structure of 
baseball in America. They assume the 
Rangers from Ranger Junior College are 
the same as the Texas Rangers from the 
American League.”’ 

Such misunderstanding brings to light a 
dream Lake shares with Alabama short- 
stop Craig Shipley, a sophomore from 
Sydney, Australia, who when teamed with 
the junior second baseman from the 
island off the coast of Venezuela makes 
up the second part of a Crimson Tide dou- 
ble play combination from, well, down 
under somewhere. 

Neither Aruba nor Australia has pro- 
duced a major league baseball player. 
Having Lake and Shipley in the program 
affords Alabama the opportunity to add to 
its tradition of having done so many times. 

“It'd be lovely to be the first major 
league player from Aruba,’ says Lake, 
who could achieve that aspiration. 

‘In the end, major league baseball is 
my goal,’’ says Shipley, who appears to 
have a better chance of making that 


Alabama baseball will be sparked by a foreign connec- 
tion this season as Australian shortstop Craig Shipley 
and Aruba’s Fermin Lake, a second baseman, work 
together to turn the double play. John Earl Photo 


dream come true than does his friend 
from a much smaller island. ‘I'm not 
thinking about immediately, though, 
because | have a lot things | must do first. 
But, yes, that’s my goal. That's what I'd 
like to do in due time. It'd be quite an 
honor to become the first major league 
player from my country.”’ 

Alabama, meanwhile, should be 
honored to have such talent in its pro- 
gram, although the appearances of Lake 
and Shipley in the middle of the defense 
this season should raise a few eyebrows 
and, of course, a few words of ridicule 
from rival fans. Already, coach Barry 
Shollenberger has enjoyed a few chuckles 
during conversations about his interna- 
tional keystone duo. 

“When (assistant coach) Roger Smith 
discovered Lake and asked me what | 
thought about having a 5-foot-3 second 
baseman,"’ says coach Shollenberger, ‘'| 
said, ‘Yeah, sure, and what about Lou 
Gehrig at first base?’ | thought he was kid- 
ding me. But when | saw Fermin at work, 
well, my opinion changed. 

“When Roger asked me what | thought 
about having a shortstop from down 
south, | said, ‘Great, there are a lot of fine 
prospects in Florida’. Then he told me he 
was not talking about Florida, but 
somewhere further south. All | could say 
then was, ‘Where?’ When he told me 
Australia, well, you can imagine how sur- 
prised | was. 

“Nobody is joking about it around here 
now. Shipley has the potential to develop 
into a major league player. Already, | 
think, he can field as well as most major 
league shortstops. He has the glove, the 
range and the arm, All he has to do now is 
keep getting better in the field and im- 
prove his hitting. The little guy (Lake) can 
already do good things with the bat. | think 
he can develop well enough with his 
glove." 


Wir Lake on the scene and Shipley 
improved after an adjustment 
season as a freshman, coach Shollen- 
berger has been able to make changes in 
his lineup that should strengthen the in- 
field. Brett Elbin was moved from short- 
stop to third base, and David Magadan, a 
delightful hitter and spotty fielder, has 
moved from third base to first base. Addi- 
tionally, coach Shollenberger has depth at 
his disposal as Alabama attempts to make 
the Southeastern Conference Champion- 
ship Playoffs for the third consecutive 
year. 

Lake, who was born in Aruba—''It’s a 
small, nice and beautiful place,’ he 
says—moved to Brooklyn, New York, at 
age 16. When he was 18, his family 
moved to Jersey City, New Jersey, where 
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he developed enough skill to earn a 
scholarship to Ranger Junior College. 
After the death of his father, his family 
moved back to Aruba, where ‘‘baseball is 
big, but not understood like it is in 
America." 

Also, it is not explained in the same 
manner as it is in the United States, 
especially by Lake, who speaks English, 
Spanish, Dutch, Papiamenio (the native 
tongue of Aruba) and Gibrish, ‘‘the accent 
of all my native people.” 

Towit... 

Ball Four is Bola Cuarto in Spanish. 

Strike three is Strike Drie in Dutch. 

And Home Run, appropriately enough 
in the case of Lake, “‘is said the same way 
in Papiamento, only with more profound 
accent.” 

The little man—‘‘Some people say |’m 
5-foot-3, but | say I'm 5-foot-5, because 
\'m really 5-foot-4,"" says Lake—does in- 
deed swing a wicked stick. In 26 games 
last fall, he batted .337 with two home 
runs, a triple and four doubles. He batted 
.360 and hit 21 home runs last season ina 
tough junior college league. 

Lake weighs 145 pounds. 

“| can sting a baseball pretty good with 
my bat,’ Lake says. ‘People see how 
small | am, the pitchers, and they concen- 
trate on just laying the ball up there over 
the plate. That’s when they get hurt." 

That is precisely what coach Smith 
noticed while observing Lake and other 
junior college all-stars during an exhibition 
at, ironically enough, Arlington Stadium, 
the home for the Texas Rangers. 

“When | saw Fermin on the field with 
those larger guys, | said, ‘You gotta be 
kidding me,''' says.coach Smith. “He 
definitely prompted my curiosity. In the 
batting cage, Fermin bunted the ball a few 
times, and | was impressed by the way he 
handled the bat. Then he took a full swing 
and really let one rip, driving the ball about 
400 feet. lt was then that | said, ‘Mmmm, 
this guy could be something,’ | watched 
him field the ball at second base and im- 
mediately knew he was a guy we wanted 
at Alabama.” 

The Crimson Tide beat Miami, a 
baseball power, in the recruiting war. 

Where does Lake get his hitting power? 

"It's all in my legs,"’ says Lake, ‘'and | 
have strong forearms, too. Also, | read a 
lot about hitting. | do what books tell me to 
do to develop my power.” 


hipley, meanwhile, seems determined 

to do everything it takes for him to 
develop into a major league player. 

Much of his work, as well as his ac- 
complishments. to date, have gone un- 
noticed in his native land. According to 
Shipley, a conversation in an Australian 


pub would be more prone to center 
around almost anything other than his 
favorite sport. 

“Almost everybody in Australia knows 
about Olivia Newton-John,'’ Shipley says, 
“but hardly anybody can tell you about the 
Toronto Blue Jays. The (New York) 
Yankees and (Los Angeles) Dodgers are 
about the only major league teams people 
at home are familiar with. 

“The popularity of baseball is growing 
in Australia, but the sport is far, far behind, 
say, rugby, cricket and soccer. The only 
time people talk about baseball is during 
the World Series. People in Australia can 
get magazines like Sports Illustrated and 
The Sporting News, but few people do. It's 
just a sport nobody at home cares much 
about.” 

While he was somewhat isolated from 
baseball in the traditional sense as a 
child—there is no such thing as Little 
League there—Shipley had the good for- 
tune of having a father who had played the 
game. Barry Shipley, a pioneer in the 
sporting goods business in Australia, gave 
his son a baseball glove instead of a soc- 
cer ball when he was young. 

‘My dad and | spent hours pitching and 
catching in our yard at home,'’ says 
Shipley. ‘Obviously, I'm lucky he influ- 
enced me that way. He taught me all of 
the basics in the game, 

“Itseems strange, | know, but | was the 
only kid in my school that even had a 
baseball glove. None of my friends even 
knew what the game was about, even 
knew it existed. | didn't even collect 
baseball cards, because they're not 
available to kids in Australia. Even today, 
there are maybe five kids in our 
neighborhood who play baseball, and that 
includes the three boys in our family.”’ 

People who play baseball in Australia 
do so in clubs that generally practice one 
day a week and play one game a week. It 
was such activity that led Shipley to 
Alabama. 

Shipley had the good fortune of 
developing skills as the Australian 
Baseball Federation decided to upgrade 
the sport in that continent. He was 
selected as one of the best 45 players 
under 18 years old in the eight Australian 
States, and therefore, at age 16, was in- 
vited to the United States for a special 
clinic at Georgia Southern College. Coach 
Smith was a member of the staff for that 
clinic. 

"| like what | saw of Craig on his first 
trip to the United States, so | decided to 
follow his progress,'’ says coach Smith, 
“On his second trip here, he was vastly 
improved. And on his third trip here, at 
age 18, he tore up every pitcher in our 
camp. 
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Fourth-year Crimson Tide head baseball coach Barry Schollenberger hopes to direct his team to its third con- 
secutive SEC Championship Playoff appearance. Coach Schollenberger thinks the changes in his lineup will 


strengthen both his infield and the team’s hitting. 


“Fortunately, | was invited to Australia 
to work with various club teams there, 
and, after talking with Barry (coach 
Shollenberger), we decided to offer him a 
scholarship. 

“I’m pleased we have Craig in our pro- 
gram. Privately, some pro scouts have 
already talked about him making a lot of 
money in due time. I’m convinced he’s the 
only major league prospect from his coun- 
try.” 

But, says Shipley, ‘‘I've got a lot of im- 
proving to do, especially hitting. Before | 
can think about a career as a profes- 
sional, I've got to prove myself at 
Alabama. | haven't shown anybody that | 
can hit a baseball at this level of play. I’m 
still adjusting to the steady grind seen in 
baseball in the United States. For in- 
stance, | didn’t know players worked so 
hard at practice very day like we do 
here.” 

In the case of Shipley, practice makes 
almost perfect in the field, because during 
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fall he made only one error in 26 games. 

“Craig made a bad throw one day after 
a rain had made the field sloppy and the 
ball slick,’’ says coach Shollenberger. ‘‘| 
excused that. In one game alone, he 
made the three plays a major league 
shortstop has to make—going to his right 
for a ball, going behind second base for a 
ball and picking up a ball just behind the 
mound. He might not score a lot of runs 
for us with his hitting, but his fielding might 
just save us a bunch.” 


nterestingly, Shipley brought his skills 

to a collegiate level while playing club 
baseball for a team with a name familiar 
to, though disdained by, members of the 
Alabama program. And coach Smith 
worked with the same club on his trip to 
Australia. 

“Yes, it's true that | played for the 
Auburn baseball club in Australia,’’ says 
Shipley, who offers a smile at the mention. 
“Coach Smith mentioned that to me when 


he was in Australia, but not until | got here 
did | understand the heated rivalry in- 
volved. It didn’t take me long to unders- 
tand how important it is for Alabama to 
beat Auburn. | could feel it last season, 
when we came back in three games to 
sweep a series from them here. Then | felt 
it again when we went to Auburn and they 
won two (games) out of three. 

“I'm aware we need to beat Auburn 
every time we play." 

For the sake of comparison, Shipley 
says the Alabama rivalry with Auburn is 
similar to the rivalry that exists in Australia 
between the province of New South 
Wales, of which Sydney is a part, and Vic- 
toria, of which Melbourne is a part. 

“People from Sydney and Melbourne 
are always going back and forth at each 
other,’’ says Shipley. '‘Baseball and other 
sports are involved in that rivalry, much 
like it is with Alabama and Auburn.” 

That experience considered, Shipley 
still had a rugged time adjusting to life in 
another country, specifically to living on 
campus. Having fellow Australian and 
Alabama teammate last season Mark 
Marino around helped considerably. 

“When Mark and | first arrived in 
America, we thought only about the fun 
we'd have being on our own,” says 
Shipley. ‘‘In Australia, college kids are 
rarely given the freedom to be on their 
own without their parents controlling what 
they do. In fact, almost everybody in 
Australia commutes to a college 15 miles 
or so from home. | thought it would be 
great to come and go as | pleased, and it 
was for a few months. Then the glitter 
wore off and | realized | had to take care 
of myself all of the time. 

“| think I've finally mastered that. 

“Culturally, the change wasn’t so 
drastic, because l|’ve found that 
Americans are generally more outgoing 
and friendlier than the people at home. 
Sydney is a large city (about three and 
one-half million people), so the people 
there are naturally more cautious than 
they are in Alabama and on campus. 

“| guess the baseball part of it was as 
tough as anything during my adjustment 
period. | was surprised by the work that 
goes into the making of a team, no ques- 
tion about that, and, frankly, | got tired of 
pitching, catching and hitting every day 
after going to class. 

“I've since come to realize that's what 
it takes to make it.” 

Certainly, there is a commitment in- 
volved for anybody hoping to play in the 
major leagues. Because of geographics, 
Shipley is saddled with the hardship of not 
being able to go home for at least two 
years, unless Christmas or homesickness 
take precedent over baseball. 
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Prep Prospects: 


he state of Alabama has become one 

of the leading hunting grounds for 
basketball recruiters. Over the past 
decade or so The University of Alabama 
has built its program to national stature, 
primarily on the talents of homegrown 
basketball players. 

Once again this year the state’s prep 
stars are receiving a great deal of atten- 
tion as the April 14 national signing date 
approaches. 

The Crimson Tide is almost certainly 
going to be seeking the services of some 
of these performers, but this report should 
not be construed as an Alabama recruit- 
ing list. Indeed, it may be that there are 
players in Alabama who are not in this 
report who are being recruited by Bama 
or by other major colleges. This list merely 
reflects the reports in various publications 
which cover recruiting on state, regional 
and national levels. It should also be noted 
that there is no significance to the order in 
which players are listed. 


he forward position seems to be the 

spot where most of the talent in the 
state is right now and one of the best is 
Birmingham Ensley’s Bruce Pettway. 
Pettway is 6-7, 220 and scores 22 points 
per game. He also manages 11 caroms 
an outing and leads his team in free throw 
accuracy, hitting better than 70 percent 
from the line. 

Truly, Pettway has got to be considered 


Bruce Pettway, a 6-7 forward at Birmingham's Ensley 
High School, is considered to be one of the top pro- 
spects in the state this year. He’s a two-year all-state 
performer. Mark Edge Photo 
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by Bruce Lowry 
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one of the better inside players around. 
According to Ensley coach Jimmy Tucket, 
“Bruce shoots the ball real well from 15 
feet and in and is a real strong rebounder. 

“I’ve just seen mostly players from the 
Birmingham area, but from what I've 
seen, I'd think he was one of the top pros- 
pects around,”’ he adds. Pettway has 
been named all-state and all-region in his 
career and has made the all-tourney team 
of just about every tournament he’s been 
in. 

Not to be outdone at the forward slot is 
Montgomery Carver's Willie Davis. At 
6-6, 220, Davis is a rock under the boards. 
Coach Dan Lewis believes ‘‘offensive re- 
bounding and good defense”’ are Davis’ 
strong points. Lewis adds ‘‘Willie’s excep- 
tionally quick, he gets out good on the 
break, and he’s just a great leaper. He's 
also coachable and very well-liked by his 
teammates.” 

Davis, who averages 15 points and 14 
rebounds a game, is playing well of late 
and has helped the Wolverines to a 
number one ranking in the state. 
However, the best news of all about Davis 
for the lucky teams that gets him is that 
according to Lewis ‘‘he’'s going to grow 
some more.” 

Another forward worthy of mention is 
6-6 Gerald Bush of Birmingham 
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Robert Morrow 


Woodlawn. Coach Ronnie Ryan compares 
Bush to the likes of others he’s coached 
such as Oliver Robinson and Luellen 
Foster. That in itself is a compliment but 
Ryan wouldn't stop there. 

“He's just an excellent athlete who's 
got all the tools. He's very strong, very 
quick, a good jumper and a good ball- 
handler. | think he'll be an excellent col- 
lege player,’’ says Ryan. 

Bush, who averages 20.7 points per 
game to go along with 11 rebounds per 
contest, is also a ‘‘very coachable”’ player 
according to Ryan. The coach adds that 
the three things that will make Bush a 
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good college prospect are that “‘he’s a 
great person, a great athlete, and has a 
tremendous work capacity." 

University Military School of Mobile has 
produced an outstanding forward this 
year, 6-7 John Hartwell. Hartwell is cur- 
rently averaging 22.7 points and 11.2 re- 
bounds per game for the Bulldogs and is 
also hitting 59 percent from the floor and 
71 percent from the free throw line. 

As a three-year starter, Hartwell has led 
coach Ed Holmes’ team to a sparkling 
75-9 record and has gone over the 1,500 
points mark to become the school's most 
prolific scorer. He’s also an exceptional 
student as a fine 1240 SAT score in- 
dicates. 

Says Holmes, ‘‘he plays well facing or 
with his back to the basket. He is an ex- 
cellent shooter for a big man and is also 
very competitive and very strong. | think 
he'll make a fine college player because 
he's going to get bigger and stronger." 

Another player who has been a team 
leader for awhile is Tuscaloosa 
Academy's Robert Morrow. Knight 
coach Scott Brenizer puts it quite simply: 
“For the past four years he (Morrow) has 
been the foundation of our whole basket- 
ball program.”’ That's just about enough 
said considering that the Knights have 
won over 80 straight games. 
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Terry Conor is a 6-3 guard prospect at Birmingham's Phillips High School. The Red Raiders have asked him to 


take on a lion's share of rebounding and defensive responsibility, as well as ball-handling and shooting chores. 


Morrow averages around 20 points per 
game and around 12 rebounds while hit- 
ting at a torrid 61 percent pace from the 
floor. And while Brenizer admits that most 
of Morrow's points come from inside, he 
notes that the 6-5, 180-pounder ‘‘is a very 
good perimeter shooter.’’ Morrow was 
named MVP of both district and state 
private school tournaments a year ago. 

One of the top inside players around is 
6-62, 245-pound Manuel Cook of Birm- 
ingham Jones Valley. Coach George 
Moore says ‘‘he is a good rebounder and 
has the ability to score inside." 

Moore adds that Cook, who scores 14 
points a game and grabs 12 rebounds, 
has bounced back from the effects of an 
early season virus. ‘‘He’s improving all 
the time and | think he'll catch some peo- 
ple’s eye,'’ Moore says. 

Deryk Clark has played inside for Bir- 
mingham Holy Family this season, but is 
being recruited to play guard in college. At 
6-4, Clark scored at 11.6 clip this season 
and did yeoman’s work on the boards by 
hauling down a phenomenal 23 rebounds 
per game. 
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“He's our leader, he has good hands, 
he’s a strong rebounder and he moves 
well with and without the ball,’ says 
coach James Jackson. Jackson also adds 
that Clark has excellent peripheral vision 
and handles the ball extremely well.” 

Birmingham Ramsay's Alfred Lane is 
another of the state's big forwards. At 6-6, 
210, Lane is a strong rebounder who 
jumps real well and seems to be at home 
inside. 

His current stats have him averaging 
around 11 points per game to go with 
about 10 rebounds per outing. 


ne of the state’s best guards is 6-3 
Terry Conor of Birmingham Phillips. 
His statistics are impressive to say the 
least. So far this season Conor scores 
23.8 points per game, yanks down six re- 
bounds, and dishes out five assists. 
According to Phillips’ assistant Phillip 
King, the Red Raiders have utilized the 
multi-talented Conor in just about every 
way imaginable. 
“We've asked him to rebound, be our 
ball-handler and take on the toughest 


defensive assignment every game,” says 
King. Conor, a point guard by nature, isa 
tremendous ball handler and hustler. He 
has also made three all-tournament teams 
this season and has scored over 30 points 
twice. 

Another exceptional guard is Joe 
Ayers of Birmingham John Carroll. At 
6-4 and 185 pounds, Ayers has been a 
swingman most of the season for Dave 
Kilcoyne’s Cavaliers. He scores 21.2 
points per game, gets 12 rebounds and 
hands out four assists a game. 

Kilcoyne says ‘he’s our best inside 
player and he's also our best ball-handler. 
He can play the total game because he’s 
such an outstanding defender.”’ He, like 
Conor always draws the opposition's best 
offensive player. 

“| think one of his greatest assets is 
that he makes our other players play bet- 
ter. He is a tremendous team player 
because he blends his talent so well with 
the rest of the team. He's very, very 
coachable and | can't see any 
weaknesses,’’ concludes Kilcoyne. 

Ayers, like Hartwell, will finish his 
career as the school’s all-time leading 
scorer. He has scored over 1,600 points. 

Jasper Walker's Glen Clem is a 6-5 
guard who happens to be a tremendous 
shooter. He is now averaging 18.2 points 
and seven rebounds per game for the 
Vikings. 

“His main talents are his long shooting 
range and his good ball-handling ability,”’ 
says Viking coach Phil Schumacher. ‘He 
also has great knowledge of the game and 
seems to know exactly what to do and 
when to do it in almost every situation.” 
Clem, a three-year starter, is an excellent 
free throw shooter and has garnered 
numerous all-tournament and MVP laurels 
while at Walker. He is the son of the 
Walker Junior College head coach. 

The smallest player on this prospect list 
is Luther Tiggs. Tiggs, a 5-9 dynamo from 
Russellville, can do many things well. 

Not only is he a fine perimeter shooter, 
but he’s also a deft passer and has an un- 
canny knack for finding the open man. 

“‘He has the ability to hit the open man 
as well as be a pure shooter,'’ says coach 
Jack Tucker. Tiggs is a 53 percent shooter 
from the field, a fact made even more 
meaningful considering that Tiggs is 
double-teamed on most nights. Tiggs is 
scoring 22.3 points per game to go along 
with an amazing 8.4 assist average. 
Tucker adds ‘‘he’s a great ball-handler. 
It's just like it (the ball) was a part of him."’ 

“From 10 to 22 feet he’s deadly.’’ Such 
are the words of Tuscaloosa Hillcrest 
Coach Rodney Green when talking about 
his star guard Leo Robertson. 

At 6-4, Robertson is big enough to take 
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advantage of what Green says is a 
“smooth, fluid jump shot,’’ Robertson is 
hitting at an eye-popping 53 percent from 
the floor in Green's three-guard offense. 

And according to Green, most of that 
percentage is computed from the 15 to 20 
foot range. 

Green's ‘all-around team leader’’ is 
currently hitting 22 points a game, picking 
up 12 rebounds and passing out four 
assists a night for good measure. He's 
also a 75 percent free throw shooter and 
brings home ‘'B’s on his report cards. 

One of the quickest players in the state 
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at any size or position is Seima’s Rembert 
Martin. 

Martin, a 6-2 guard, checks in at 14 
points per game and 9.3 rebounds per 
game in coach A. A. Sewell’s slowed- 
down, deliberate attack. He is an ex- 
cellent ball handler with amazing 
quickness. He is also a fantastic leaper 
and a very aggressive defensive player. 

Norman Ray, a 6-1, 200-pound guard 
from Birmingham Hayes, is a player who 
seems to be at his best when he’s around 
the basket. He jumps extremely well and 
actually plays at small forward. He is cur- 
rently averaging 18.5 points per game, 

Tuscaloosa Central's Jack Kubiszyn 
possesses one of the finest shooting eyes 
in the state. He scores 17.5 points per 
game for coach Roosevelt's Sanders’ 
Falcons. 

Besides being the fine perimeter 
shooter that he is, Kubiszyn is also a fine 
playmaker and a sharp ball handler. 

Kubiszyn is the son of a former Tide 
basketball and baseball star. Perhaps 
the tallest recruit in the state is 6-10 
center Michael Rutledge of Centreville's 
Bibb County, who signed with Auburn in 
December. Rutledge has been a two-year 
mainstay for Choctaw coach Charles Mc- 
Caleb and is averaging 17.6 points per 
game and 14 rebounds per game. 
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Jack Kubiszyn 


“He's just a super shooter,"’ says Mc- 
Caleb. ‘‘From 12 to 15 feet he can fill it up. 
Right now he's shooting percent from the 
field."’ 

As with most other high school centers 
who tower above their opponents, 
Rutledge has had to contend with double- 
teaming from most fot he teams he has 
faced this season. But McCaleb thinks his 
big postman will be the better for it. 

“He's much more aggressive than in 
the past. He’s been double-teamed a lot 
this year and it's made him more 


physical,’’ adds McCaleb. 
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History of Alabama Athletics: 


A Football Star 
Turned Baseball Pro 


hen Riggs Stephenson arrived at the 

University of Alabama in 1917, his 
intention was to get an education and play 
football. Little did he or anyone else know 
he would become one of the finest major 
league baseball players in history. 

An Alabama native, '‘Steve’’ spent the 
majority of his school boy days in a coun- 
try school near Akron. Later he decided to 
join his brother, a teacher in Guntersville, 
so he could get his high school diploma. 
He knew if he could earn that diploma he 
could enter college. 

“| knew | wanted to go on to college but 
| wasn't recruited as an athlete,"’ says the 
85-year old Stephenson who now resides 
in Tuscaloosa. ‘‘l didn't have much of a 
reputation as a football player because | 
had spent most of my time at country 
schools. But | arrived for fall practice 10 
days before school started and showed 
them | could play.” 

That 1917 fall practice gave the 
Alabama coaches only a glimpse of what 
was to come in the playing days of Riggs. 
It was during the 1917 season that he 
earned his nickname ‘‘Old Hoss,’ a name 
Stephenson claims was derived from his 
horselike loping and breaking through 
lines on the football field or possibly from 
an incident when coach Tom Kelly asked 
him if he could play like a mudhorse and 
indeed he did. Alabama did not have a 
team in 1918 because so many of the 
players, Stephenson included, were in- 
volved in World War |. But Riggs led the 
Tide during the 1919 and 1920 seasons as 
the Tide lost only two games in two 
seasons. He earned a place on the All- 
Southern squad both his junior and senior 
years, was named the All-Southern Con- 
ference fullback in 1920 and years later 
was honored for his football prowess by 
being named a member of Alabama All- 
Time Football Team. 

In restrospect, Stephenson’s potential 
on the football field, although outstanding, 
did not compare to his future on the 
baseball diamond. 

“After my first football season one of 
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Riggs Stephenson 
the professors was talking to my brother, 
Julian, and telling him what a great foot- 
ball season | had had,'’ remembers 
Stephenson. ‘‘My brother agreed but also 
informed him that | was a much better 
baseball player. Julian had been a pitcher 
for Alabama and we had played baseball 
together all our lives so when the spring 
season came around | was out on the 
field.” 

The 1918 season found Stephenson at 
shortstop and another former Crimson 
Tide great and major leaguer Joe Sewell 
at second. Sewell, also a Tuscaloosa resi- 
dent, played with ‘‘Steve'’ at Alabama, 
then the two played together with the 
Cleveland Indians and later faced each 
other in the 1932 World Series. 

‘Steve’ is like a second brother to me. 
He has always been an outstanding 
athlete and a great person,"’ says Sewell. 
“We have been together for over 50 
years. | have seen a lot of athletes go 
through the University and in my estima- 
tion there haven't been many who could 
run better than he could on the football 
field or play better on the baseball field. 
His baseball ability got even better when 
he left college."” 


During Stephenson’s three seasons at 
Alabama, the Tide compiled a 39-8 record 
and captured three Southern Conference 
Championships. Each summer ‘‘Steve’’ 
and Sewell played baseball, first in Bir- 
mingham and then joined Georgia's 
“Million Dollar League." 

According to Stephenson the days of 
football did not bring many laughs but 
every once in awhile something funny 
would happen on the baseball field. He 
also had some laughs on the basketball 
court and as a member of the track team 
but claims this was due to his lack of 
talent and consequent mistakes. 
However, others considered Riggs 
Alabama's finest athlete and he was so 
honored as the recipient of the coveted 
Porter Cup for three consecutive years. 
He still proudly displays these three Porter 
Cups and considers them among his most 
treasured accomplishments. 

‘| think the main reason | enjoyed play- 
ing baseball at Alabama and am so 
grateful for the days at Alabama is 
because it gave me the opportunity to be 
noticed by the professional teams. 
Without the exposure | had for three 
seasons at Alabama, no one would have 
ever heard of me,'’ says Stephenson. 


iggs did not play his final season at 

Alabama. In 1921 Stephenson left the 
Alabama campus at the request of 
Cleveland Indian manager Tris Speaker to 
join his the major league to fill a vacancy 
left at second base by an injured Bill 
Wambsganns. Stephenson had already 
signed with the Indians for $300 a month 
for a six month total of $1800 (a figure 
Stephenson compares in wonder with to- 
day's salaries) but wasn't suppose to 
begin play until May. When Speaker 
called, Riggs got special permission to go 
and join the Indians in St. Louis as they 
prepared to meet the Browns. In his major 
league debut Stephenson started at sec- 
ond base and had two hits. Those two hits 
started ''Old Hoss" on his way to one of 
the most impressive batting careers in 
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major league history. A career that found 
him spending five years with Cleveland 
and nine with the Chicago Cubs. He pro- 
duced a lifetime batting average of .336 
and in his fourteen years in the majors, 
only twice did he bat below .300 in a 
season, 

Riggs remained with Cleveland for five 
years as a utility infielder and reached his 
peak of .371 in 1924. However, that same 
season he hurt his knee and the Indians 
sent him down to the American Associa- 
tion. Speaker had decided that Stephen- 
son's arm wasn't quite good enough at 
second and felt it was time he learned to 
play the outfield. He stayed there for only 
a month before he went to Indianapolis on 
a trade and finished the season with a 
.325 average. Chicago Cubs manager Joe 
McCarthy spotted him and brought him to 
the ‘Windy City’’ where Riggs remained 
for the next nine seasons. 

Stephenson became the Cubs’ regular 
left fielder and was known throughout the 
National League for his clutch hitting. Hit- 
ting which was tops for the Cubs for five 
years, with averages ranging from .319 to 
.367 and included a league high doubles 
total of 46 in 1927. While with the Cubs 
Stephenson played in two World Series, 
but his team fell victim first to the 
Philadelphia Athletics in 1929 and later to 
the New York Yankees in 1932. He was a 
major factor to the Cubs’ appearance in 
1929 Series. Stephenson led his team to 
the pennant, batting .362, slamming 36 
doubles, and 17 home runs, driving in 110 
runs and stealing 10 bases. During the 
five-game World Series, Riggs hit .316. 

Stephenson remembers those Series 
games well, but not quite like his longtime 
Yankee friend Sewell. 

‘| remember very well playing those 
World Series against ‘Steve’ and the 
Cubs. We knocked the fire out of ‘em,"’ 
laughs Sewell. Stephenson is quick to 
point out that Sewell always remembers 
that Series and tends to bring it up, good 
heartedly, in his presence. 

Although the Yankees may have 
“knocked the fire out’’ of the Cubs,”’ 
Stephenson managed to do the same to 
balls hurled at him during the Series. He 
led the Cubs with a four-game .444 
average with eight hits in 18 trips to the 
plate. 


n 1935 Stephenson was released by the 

Cubs. During his nine years with them 
he accumulated statistics yet to be 
erased from the Cubs’ record books. His 
.336 lifetime batting average is second 
best in the team's history, and first in the 
20th century records. For his ac- 
complishments while with Chicago he was 
recognized in 1964 by the Chicago Sports- 
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the major leagues where he spent 14 years and accumulated a .336 career batting average. 
University of Alabama photo 


writers as the Cubs’ All-Time Left Fielder. 
In 1981 he was again honored for his 
achievements at the season opener as he 
threw out the first ball and was presented 
with a specially carved Riggs Stephenson 
bat, a prized possession among his 
numerous trophies, bats, championship 
pictures and Cubs’ awards which 
decorate his home. 

It seems the only way Stephenson has 
not been rightfully honored is by the 
Baseball Hall of Fame. An honor he cer- 
tainly has earned and deserves. 

“| loved those days of major league 
baseball and | was always satisfied 
because | played as hard as | could,’’ says 
Riggs. ‘| took care of myself. | kept in 
good shape and did not violate training 
rules by going to the Speakeasys and 
drinking and getting in fights. Some of the 
guys could do that and still play but | knew 
| couldn't. So | did my best on and off the 
field and got a lot out of it.” 

After his major league days ended 


Stephenson returned to Alabama and 
played four more years of baseball, first in 
the Cotton States League and then in the 
Southeastern League. While playing he 
set up a lumber business in his hometown 
of Akron. In 1948 he moved back to 
Tuscaloosa so his children could go to 
school in the city school system. He con- 
tinued playing baseball in semi-pro 
leagues until he was 52 years old. 

“Being in Tuscaloosa gives me a 
chance to go to the football games and 
baseball games. It has changed since my 
days because the boys are bigger and 
faster. But | still enjoy watching the 
university and | keep up with the major 
league teams too. 

| also spend a lot of time fishing and 
hunting and | play dominoes with my 
friends. | get together frequently with 
good, longtime friends like Joe Sewell. We 
talk about the old days. We have lots of 
stories and lots of memories,"’ says 
Stephenson. 
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NIT Reunion 

Ten years ago it was considerably more 
difficult to get into a national basketball 
post-season tournament than it is now. 
Only 16 teams qualified for the NCAA 
championships ten years ago (as opposed 
to 52 now), with an additional 16 teams 
qualifying for the NIT (now up to 32). 

Bama's 1973 Alabama basketball team 
made a run at the Southeastern Con- 
ference championship, but fell just short, 
finishing second. However, members of 
that team were elated when the pilot of 
the airplane on the flight to Tuscaloosa 
following the regular season ending game 
over Georgia announced that he had just 
received word from the ground that 
Alabama had been invited to the NIT. 
Alabama didn't disappoint. The Tide 
topped Manhattan in the first round on a 
miracle shot by Glenn Garrett, then 
roared from eight points behind with 16 
straight points to defeat favored Min- 
nesota, before falling to Virginia Tech by 
one point in the semifinals and North 
Carolina in the consolation game. 

Members of that team will reunite in 
Tuscaloosa March 5-6, Ben Shurett, 
publisher of The Troy Messenger, was 
manager of the team. He and former 
players Garrett and Johnny Dill have 
worked out details of the reunion. Players 
and staff members will have lunch at 
Bryant Hall and dinner at a Tuscaloosa 
restaurant March 5. Former Bama coach 
C. M. Newton will host a brunch Sunday, 
March 6, then the group will sit together at 
Bama's final regular season game, 
against Auburn, Sunday afternoon. 

In addition to Garrett and Dill, players 
on that team expected to attend are Farra 
Alford, Paul Ellis, Wendell Hudson, Eddie 
Knox, Ernest Odom, Ray Odums, Charles 
Cleveland, Andy Ott and Leon Douglas. 
David Dockery and Shurett were the 
managers, Ronnie Davis the student- 
trainer. In addition to coach Newton, John 
Bostick (who is now associate head coach 
at Vanderbilt), coach Sanderson and Jerry 
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Daily were staff members. Also attending 
will be associate athletics director Sam 
Bailey, head trainer Jim Goostree, assis- 
tant trainer Henry ‘‘Sang’’ Lyda, basket- 
ball secretary Ms. Nancy Watts, business 
manager B. W. Whittington, radio an- 
nouncer Doug Layton, former ticket 
manager Davis Culp and former sports in- 
formation director Kirk McNair. 


Tourney Dates 

If you are planning ahead, here are the 
dates for this year’s post-season tour- 
naments: 

The NCAA will have four opening round 
games. on March 15 to bring the field 
down to 48 teams. First round games will 
be played March 17-18, second round 
games March 19-20, Regionals March 
24-27, semifinals April 2 and finals April 4. 
Finals are in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

The NIT will have opening round games 
March 16-18, second round games March 
20-21, third round games March 24-25, 
semifinals March 28 and finals March 30. 
Only the four teams in the semifinals ad- 
vance to Madison Square Garden in New 
York. 


Famers 

Several former University of Alabama 
athletes and one ex-coach have recently 
been honored with various hall of fame 
selections. Lee Roy Jordan, who starred 
al linebacker for Bama in the early 1960s, 
then went on to fame with the Dallas 
Cowboys, will be inducted into the Na- 
tional Football Foundation's College Foot- 
ball Hall of Fame at the annual awards 
banquet in New York December 6. The 
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame's February 
induction Included two former Bama foot- 
ball players, Bobby Tom Jenkins (who 
played at Alabama in 1941 and 1942, then 
went to the Naval Academy, where he 
earned All-America honors) and Billy 
Neighbors, who was an All-America tackle 
and captain of Bama’s 1961 national 
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championship team. He, too, went onto 
pro stardom. 

Lee Rogers, an outstanding baseball 
player at Alabama in the early 1930s, was 
inducted into the Arkansas Sports Hall of 
Fame. He went on to a _ professional 
baseball career and earned his honor in 
Arkansas for his performance with the Lit- 
tle Rock Travelers of the old Southern 
Association. 

Floyd Burdette, who coached Alabama 
basketball from 1947 through 1952, was 
inducted into the University of Tennessee- 
Martin Hall of Fame. 


Football Camps 

New Alabama head football coach Ray 
Perkins is going to conduct football camps 
for high school players this summer. 
Coach Perkins and the entire Bama staff, 
along with former Alabama players now in 
professional football, as well as other top 
pro players, will instruct in the camps- 
Coach Perkins tentatively plans two or 
three three-day camps in mid-June. The 
camps will be primarily for ninth, tenth 
and eleventh grade football players. It is 
generally believed that a football camp is 
a benefit in recruiting because it brings 
players to the campus for an additional 
visit, 


Color Change 

Jimmy Bank, who has served as color 
man on Alabama basketball radio broad- 
casts for the past few years, has returned 
to his first love—major league baseball. 
Bank, who served as traveling secretary 
and public relations director for the 
Oakland A's under Charley Finley in their 
glory years of the mid-1970s, has been 
named traveling secretary for the 
Milwaukee Brewers. His spot on the 
Alabama basketball broadcasts was taken 
by Tom Roberts, news director at WVTM- 
TV in Birmingham, Roberts is also a 
member of Bama's football broadcast 
crew. 
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Conference Champion 

Alabama freshman gymnast Patti Rice 
won the Southeastern Conference floor 
exercise championship at the SEC Gym- 
nastics Championship held at the Univer- 
sity of Florida. Rice not only won the title 
but established a conference record with 
her 18.80 floor exercise performance. In 
her first night of competition she 
registered a 9.3 during the team competi- 
tion but improved to a 9.6 her second 
night. 

The Crimson Tide gymnasts placed 
second as a team in the conference 
championship meet with a score of 
181.75, a disappointing two-tenths behind 
host Florida at 181.95. LSU was third with 
176.7, followed by Georgia's 175.10 and 
Kentucky's 170.5. The Auburn gymnasts 
chose not to compete due to injuries and 
illness. 

Outstanding individual performances 
were displayed by Birmingham native 
Julie Garrett who finished third in the all- 
round competition followed by Rice, who 
was fourth. Both athletes were named to 
the All-Conference squad. 

Another top performer during the in- 
dividual competition was Patti Hauschild, 
a freshman, who competed in four events 
finishing fifth on both the vault and bars, 
seventh on the floor and eighth on the 
beam. 


Career Scoring Leader 

Tide junior basketball player Terri 
Hilliard entered the Alabama record 
books with the most career points ever as 
she scored 10 points in a losing effort to 
LSU to make her three season tally 1307 
points. She surpassed the record set over 
a four year period by Leslie Payne who 
managed 1299 when playing from 1978 
until 1981. 

Hilliard’s teammate Cassandra Crump- 
ton continues to put in impressive 
performances. She has been consistently 
ranked among the top 15 for her free 
throw percentage among NCAA Division | 
schools and is among the top 60 point 
scorers. 


Stipple Art 

Jimmy Tom Goostree, son of Bama 
trainer Jim Goostree and a former Tide 
athlete in basketball and golf, is gaining 
some area fame for his sports art. Jimmy 
Tom, who does stipple art (which is pen 
and ink drawings using dots to provide 
shading), has done limited edition prints of 
coach Bryant, as well as numerous 
players. Anyone wishing more information 
on his art may write him at 20 Wood 
Manor, Tuscaloosa, AL 35401. 
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Crimson Tide gymnast Patti Rice captured the Southeastern Conference Championship in floor 


exercise. Rice's sparkling 18.0 performance registered as a conference record. 
University of Alabama photo 
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Honoring The Coach 
For 25 Great Years 


With an Alabama silver medallion and on the 
medallion the years 1958 to 1982 represent the 25 
great and magic years the winningest coach led the 
Crimson Tide to victory. The medallion is pure silver and 
comes with a 24 karat gold plated holder so you can 
wear it as a necklace or put it away for a keepsake. To 
order your commemorative—send check or money 
order to W. R. for $25.00 and mail to W. R., P.O. Box 
6689, University, Alabama 35486. Allow 4-6 weeks for 
delivery. 

Display shows each side of medallion. 
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LEGEND 2® 


1982 Liberty Bowl 
Videocassette 


That memorable last game is now available as 

your personal record of Coach Bryant’s final victory. 
Exclusively released game tapes of the actual Liberty 

Bowl telecast offer you a piece of history. Commercial 

free game action, special features on Coach Bryant exclu- 
sively produced for this offer, and that memorable end of 
game experience are packaged in a two hour videocassette 
documentation. 


® A donation from the proceeds will be made to the Alabama 
Scholarship Fund in your name. 
e Order now and receive free a souvenir edition of the 1982 Liberty 
Bowl Program. 
* These items limited to this offer only. 


Send $89.95 check or money order to: 


Finale of a Legend (Specify) 
P.O. Box 1432 
Pittsburgh, PA 15230 LJ vas 


Or Call Toll Free 1-800-528-6050 LI Beta 2 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
VISA or MASTERCARD orders: 


CARD NO. EXP. DATE 


= Allow four to six weeks for delivery. 
SIGNATURE 
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Alabama’s Spring Sports 


Schedules and Results 


Men’s Tennis 


Baseball 


Feb. 22 
Feb. 25 
Feb. 26 
Feb. 27 
March 1 
March 2 
March 5 
March 6 
March 8 
March 9 
March 10 
March 12 
March 13 
March 15 
March 16 
March 19 
March 20 
March 23 
March 24 
March 26 
March 27 
March 29 
March 30 
March 31 
April 2 
April 3 
April 5 
April 6 
April 9 
April 10 
April 12 
April 13 
April 16 
April 17 
April 19 
April 20 
April 23 
April 24 
April 26 
April 27 
April 30 
May 1 
May 3 
May 4 
May 7 
May 8 
May 13-15 


Women’s Golf 


Feb. 25-27 
March 4-6 
March 24-26 
April 29- 
May 1 

May 13-15 
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North Alabama 

@ Alabama Christian 
@ South Alabama 
@ South Alabama 
Southern Miss. 
Southern Miss. 

@ Miss. State (2) 
@ Miss, State 

@ Clemson 

@ Clemson 

New York Yankees 
South Alabama 
South Alabama 
Memphis State 
Memphis State 
LSU (2) 

LSU 

Georgia Southern 
Georgia Southern 
@ Mississippi (2) 
@ Mississippi 
Delta State 

Delta State 
Auburn (@ Birmingham) 
Auburn (2) 

Auburn 

New Orleans 

New Orleans 
Mississippi State (2) 
Mississippi State 
Alabarna State 
Jackson State 
Alabama Christian 
Livingston 

@ Memphis State 
@ Memphis State 
@ LSU (2) 

@ LSU 

@ Southern Miss. 
@ Southern Miss. 
Mississippi (2) 
Mississippi 
Columbus 
Columbus 

Auburn (2) 

Auburn 

SEC Tournament (West) 


@ Lady Gator 

(11 of 18 teams) 

@ Troy State Invitational 
@ LSU Fairwood Invit. 
@ Lady Paladin (Furman) 


@ WSIC (Georgia) 
@ SEC Tournament 
(Calloway Gardens) 


March 2-5 
March 13 
March 14 
March 15 
March 16 
March 17 
March 18 
March 19 
March 23 
March 25-27 
March 28 
March 31 
April 2 
April 3 
April 4 
April 7 
April 9 
April 10 
April 12 
April 14 
April 15 
April 16 
April 18 
April 27 
April 22 
May 6-8 


May 13-22 


@ SEC Indoor Championships 
(2 of 10 teams) 

Alabama Intercollegiate 
(1 of 6 tearns) 

@ Corpus Christi Championship 
@ South Florida 

@ Central Florida 

@ So. Illinois (Gainesville) 
@ Florida 

@ Florida State 

@ South Alabama (Mobile) 
@ Texas A&M (Mobile) 
Ohio State 

Crimson Tide Classic 

LSU 

South Alabama 

Auburn 

Tennessee 

Murray State 

Mississippi State 

@ Vanderbilt 

@ Memphis State 

SW Louisiana 

@ Georgia 

Tulane 

Kentucky 

@ Murray State 
Mississippi 

Samford 

@ SEC Championships 
(Georgia) 

@ NCAA Championships 
(Georgia) 


Women’s 
Outdoor Track 


March 18 
March 26 
April 2 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 
April 30 
April 30 
May 14 
May 21 
June 4 


@ Lady Gator 

@ LSU Invitational 

@ Georgia Invitational 

@ Dogwood 
Georgia-Florida 

@ Middle Tenn. Invitational 
@ Drake Relays 

@ Springtime Invitational 
@ SEC (Kentucky) 
Alabama Invitational 

@ NCAA Nationals (Houston) 


Women’s 
Tennis 


8 @ Miss. Univ. for Women 1 
Feb. 23 @ Birmingham Southern 

Feb. 27 Georgia 

March 3-5 @ Florida State Invit. 


March 9 Mississippi State 
March 11 Georgia State 
March 13 @ Tulane 

March 15 @ LSU 

March 16 @ South Alabama 
March 18 @ West Florida 
March 19 @ Auburn 

March 29 Southern Miss. 

April 2 @ Southern Collegiate 
April 5 @ Mississippi 

April 8-9 @ Miss. State Quad 
April 14 Vanderbilt 

April 16 Florida State 

April 17 Florida 

April 22 @ E. Kentucky 
April 23 @ Kentucky 

April 26 Tennessee 

April 28-30 SEC Championships 
May 14-22 @ NCAA Nationals 


(Albuquerque, N.M.) 


Men’s 
Outdoor Track 


March 19 @ Domino Classic 

March 26 @ Texas-TCU 

April 2 @ Tennessee 

April 9 @ Dogwood 

April 16 Georgia-So, Alabama-Troy 
April 23 @ Miss. State-Florida 
April 30 @ Drake Relays 

April 30 @ Springtime Invitational 
May 14 @ SEC (Kentucky) 

May 21 Alabama Invitational 

June 4 @ NCAA Nationals (Houston) 


Men’s Golf 


@ Gator Invitational 
(7 of 18 teams) 


Feb. 25-27 @Seminole Classic 

March 3-5 @ New Orleans Classic 
March 16-18 @ Pan Handle Invitational 
April 1-3 @ Southern Intercollegiate 
April 15-17 @ Miss. State Invit. 

April 22-24 @ Chris Schenkel 

April 29- 

May 1 @ Blue Grass Invitational 
May 13-15 @ SEC Tournament 


(Augusta, Ga.) 
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Basketball 


Marathon Oil Exhibition 
Middle Tennessee State 


97 

103 

74 

74 

75 

88 

88 

74 

94 

85 

80 

74 

79 

64 

64 

75 

63 

70 

69 

70 

60 

73 

90 

71 

Feb. 21 
Feb. 26 
March 3 
March 6 
March 10-13 


March 17-20 
March 24-27 
April 2-4 


Women’s 
Swimming 


88 

86 

97 

38 

97 

87 

76 

92 

54 

91 

95 

Feb, 24-26 
March 17-19 
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Alabama’s Winter Sports 


Men’s 


Texas Tech 
Southern Methodist 
@ Penn State 
Louisiana Tech 
Texas Southern 
USC 
Georgetown 

@ Florida 

@ Auburn 
Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 

@ Georgia 

@ Tennessee 
LSU 

Mississippi 

@ UCLA 

@ Mississippi State 
@ Kentucky 

@ Vanderbilt 
Georgia 
Tennessee 

@ LSU 

@ Mississippi 
Mississippi State 
Florida 

Auburn 

SEC Tournament 
(Birmingham) 
NCAA First Round 
NCAA Regionals 
NCAA Finals 


(Albuquerque, N.M.) 


@ \ndiana 

@ Southern Illinois 
Kansas 

Florida 

S. Carolina 
Clemson 

@ Cincinnati 
Auburn 

@ LSU 

@ Tulane 

@ Tennessee 

SEC Championship 
NCAA Championship 
(Lincoln, Nebraska) 


84 
58 
53 
56 
67 
73 
58 
61 
73 
89 
91 
67 
81 
67 
74 
70 
64 
67 
78 
76 
61 
71 
78 
67 


64 
53 
51 
111 
52 
62 
37 
57 
24 
42 
49 


Schedules 


Basketball 


Women’s 


81 Troy State 

63 @ Georgia Tech 

69 @ Memphis State 

94 @ Georgia State 

64 Florida State 

56 Louisiana Tech 

66 Tulane 

74 N, Louisiana 

51 Tennessee-Chattanooga 

66 North Carolina 

49 @ Auburn 

82 Western Kentucky 

81 South Alabama 

82 @ DePaul 

71 @ Notre Dame 

77 Kentucky 

73 Louisiana State 

68 Mississippi 

78 @ Troy State 

74 @ Mississippi State 

80 @ South Alabama 

63 Auburn 

83 @ Florida 

64 Florida State 

56 @ Louisiana State 

Feb, 21 @ Mississippi 

Feb. 26 Mississippi 

March 3-6 SEC Championship 

@ Tennessee 
Men’s 
Swimming 

66 @ Indiana 

63 @ Southern Illinois 

75 Kansas 

69 Florida 

69 S. Carolina 

71 Clemson 

73 @ Cincinnati 

62 Auburn 

62 @ Southern Mississippi 

64 @ LSU 

75 @ Tulane 

83 @ Tennessee 

March 3-5 SEC Championship 


(@ Tennessee) 


March 24-26 NCAA Championship 


48 
50 
37 
43 
44 
42 
39 
5 
21 
49 
50 
30 


Women’s 
Gymnastics 


180.25 


175.40 
178.35 
178.95 
181.75 


176.90 
183.60 


Feb. 25 
March 4 
March 10 
March 25 


April 8-9 


Auburn, LSU, Minnesota 
(167.10, 175.25, 174.7) 


@ Florida 179.20 
@ Penn State 176.30 
@ West Virginia 68.60 
Red & White Classic 

(1st of 5 teams) 

@ Jacksonville State 174.65 
North Carolina 172.55 


SEC Championship 
(2nd of 5 teams) 
Auburn 
\linois-Chicago Circle 
Georgia, Missouri 
NCAA Regionals 

@ Florida 

NCAA Nationals 

@ Utah 


Men’s 


Indoor Track 


Jan, 30 


Feb. 5 


Feb. 12 


Feb, 26-27 


March 12 


@ Kodak Invitational 

(no team scores) 

@ Mississippi Invitational 
(no team scores) 

@ LSU Invitational 

(2nd of 5 teams) 

@ Indiana Invitational 
(no team scores) 

@ Montgomery Invitational 
(1st of 6 teams) 

SEC Championships 

@ LSU 

NCAA Championships 

@ Pontiac, Michigan 


Women’s 
Indoor Track 


Feb. 26-27 


March 12 


@ Mississippi Invitational 
(no team scores) 

@ LSU Invitational 

(2nd of 6 teams) 

@ (Indiana Invitational 
(no team scores) 

@ Montgomery Invitational 
(1st of 5 teams) 

SEC Championships 

@ LSU 

NCAA Championships 

@ Pontiac, Michigan 
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The Goal Line Stand 
1X Bowl 


Throughout the history of Alabama football, few 
plays will be as long remembered as this incredible 
goal line stand against Penn State in the 1979 Sugar 
Bowl. This dramatic display of commitment and de- 
termination is a classic example of what has made 
the University of Alabama the number one name in 
intercollegiate football. 

Daniel A. Moore's striking oil painting, “The Goal 
Line Stand,” captures in intricate detail the action 
and excitement of that unforgettable moment. Now 
you can have your closest look yet at this memorable 
illustration of second-effort football. 


The Print. 


New Life Art proudly offers you the opportunity to | 
own a Limited Edition print of this powerful painting ! 
for your home or office. It also makes a great gift! | 


These large, colorful prints, measuring 3] by 24 inch- 
es, have been created under the artist's personal 
supervision to ensure quality reproduction. Each 
one has been individually signed and numbered 
by the artist, further enhancing the value of this 
outstanding reproduction. 

"The Goal Line Stand" is a Limited Edition repro- 
duction print and can be purchased on a first-come 
basis only. Order your classic today! 


A CLASSIC. _ 


Limited Edition Print Offer 


Lo5cd = 


The Artist. 


A graduate of the University of Alabama in Fine 
Arts, Daniel Moore focuses mainly on Super-realism— 
a style of painting that requires dedicated discipline. 
His work has been exhibited in many competitive art 
exhibitions and has won numerous awards and hon- 
ors. Prints of a recent work of his were nationally 
advertised and sold in all 50 states. An avid Alabama 
football fan, Mr. Moore has given exceptional effort 
and months of work to “The Goal Line Stand” — a 
tribute to his number one team. 


Send me print(s) of “The Goal Line Stand” as specified below. 
=< - Price Quantit 
Unframed =: $35 each 
Group order of 10 or more $30 each 
Custom Framed (shown above) — ready tohang.| $80 each 


Shipping costs: Add $2 each for unframed prints 


Add $5 each for framed prints Send check or money order to 


| 
"BAMA : 
| 


Alabama residents add 4% sales tax 
Total amount enclosed Goal Line Stand 
(check or money order only) P.O. Box 6104 
Please print Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for delivery University, AL 35486 
a Ht Ns HM LL) Pd OF (SC eed Sted oe 0 | 
Actiroee |e Tf Pd TE fs aS ieee 
i VS EVD NPs CN Cf SS Tn ve Ds 
Sere | Eee a ee 


